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The great Priviledge 

4 OF | 

|| Children of GOD, 

___ 
Liberty to be ever with Him, 


AND THEIR 


Intereſt in all that is His: 


| Shewed, in a | 
Preached in the North Precin& of Eaſt- „ 
bam, commonly called Billinſgate; 


on the 24th Day of the 12th Month, 
commonly called February 1730, 1. 


By Joſeph Lozd, < | | 

Paſtor of the Church of CHRIST, in Chatham of 

I Exod. iv. 22. Thus ſaith the Lord, Iſrael is my 

Son, even my firſt- born. | 

| 2 Cor. vi. 19, 18.——Touch not the unclean thing, | 

| and I will receive you : 

| And I will be a Father unto you; and ye Hall be | 
my Sons and Daughters, — | al. 

| Rev. xxi. 7 He that overcometh ſball inherit all | 

things: and I will be his God & he ſhall be my Son. 
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Chriſtian RE AER 


2535 HE following e nb Wits 
T o Neale at Billinſgate i Ealtham. 
38 The occaſßon of it was, the Ba tim 
ha of aChild-of the Reverend Mr. Joſiah 
Oakes: who being a Member of the ſecond ga- 
thered Church in oſton, contmonty called ihe 
old North Churob;but ſo far-off of that Church, 
hat it could 155 conveniently he dome theres 
A fredi his fruit of the communion of Chir ches, 
of me: our Platform of Diſcipline 77 
participation one with another in the & 
the Covenant, as one way of the conmunion of 
rches. And tho it was not done in our 
Church, yet t & none in a public Aſſembly, 
in the Meeting-booſe at Billinſpate ( 
the North. Previn® of Balſdam e 
befire baptized two Children of bis, 
conſerit of the Church to whith I am P 
while he was apublick Preac ber Ns, 6 
he Jhould-be now, 46e 0 20 a La 
Province, according to the beſt under}tan 55 
have Ftbe 2 5 'y Royal Aut ho- 


G's, a0 . 2 Laws are ) if he were 


by mig bt, kept from the Work as well as 
the Salary, For they who determined his re- 
575 did, ig their reſult, acknowledge, in 
es, That ntther Scandal nor Inſufficiency 


WS made out againſt bim. 
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ii Io the READ ER. 


As to the Subject handled in the Ser non,, 
looked upon it, not only as ſuited to the occaſi- 
on, but alſs as that which is neceſſary to bei 
explained & pregſed, as that which too many 
are not informed ſufficiently of for their com- 
fort & confirmation in the Truth of the Goſe 
pel; by means whereof they are in danger of 
being led away, by ſuch as ſeeming to plead 
for the purity of the adminiſtration of Goſpel 
Baptiſm, do endeavour to with-hold it from | 
the proper Subjects thereof. 3 | 
As to the Manner of handling the Subjekt, 
tho it might have been done to better purpoſe, 
by ſuchas have greater Abilities; and might 
Have been more to the edifying of them that | 
ſhall Read it, yet when the Publication of it © 
was defired by ſome of them that Heard it, 1 
was not willing to with-hold it: knowing. 
that & O D, who can work without Means 
can make weak Means effectual for Spiritua 
Good : Which that- He would do, by the Diſ- 
7 * bere Publiſhed, is the tefire & prayer 


Your Soul's well-wiſher, * 
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| The great Priviledge of Children of GOD, 


1 
Their Liberty to be erer with Him: 
He eee sesseesesee 


And he ſaid unto him, Son, thou art ever 
with me, and all that I have is thine. 


TT 40 >. J Heſe are the words wherein 

154 the Father of the two Sons is 

b 71 4 brought in reaſoning with his 

5 ＋ kl <1der Son, about his anger at 

| | " his kind entertainment gf his 

=» Y | Prodigal Son (and Brother to 

IG: the Son that henow ſpeaksto) 

at his return & ſubmiſſion to his Father. 

In the words before us, we may note, That 

which = laid, and the Introduction thereunto. 
ut, 

1. We have the Introduction to what he was 

about to ſay, And be ſaid unto bim. And 

here, Fas we may note, 1 # 

Fir, Something ſpoken. And he ſaid. 

. : I Secondly, 
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at in the 


Facher of the Abe 
word, He. He aid. 
| Dora, The Nezſon f 
the elder Son: noted by the — Him. 
And he [aid unto hin. To him that was angry: 
as in 9.28. which yas the elde dom: d 2 
2. We have what is ſaid. Son, Thou art ever 
With ue, and all that I have is thine.  Where- 
in three things are eſpecially to be noted: vi, 


n to. 


BY in the Father owns his relation to him. 

| * Secondly, The Priviledge that he er 

1 bos art ever with me, He had the * 
Eo. ledge of a Son; to live in his Fathers hou ws 
and continue with tim. 


All that" I bade is thine. AY the Inheritance 
| is the Chiles, & for their comfort & benefit. 

3 The words being thus briefly. gpence, omitry 

Gig particularly to make obſeryation di the 

5 Introduction, 1 hal thence 0 TD 


| | | Der e cine of G 0 D. being with 
Ay, Hm, has an Intoreſt in all that He bas. 


Su b hor ars ther avith mo, and all that I 
have 18 thine." II, Every Child of GOD: ] 
For it is to ſet out hat Our heawnly Father 
wilde, that am earthly Fauber is here bxought 
a in ſpeaking what we have in our Text. 


But 


[The Speaken And that wax ve 


h was . 


1 Firſt, The Compellat ion ufed, Son. _ 


Thirdly, The Cenſequent of that Vyivilege. 1 


his Children; ſo GOD does that as to all the 


of Children of G0 D. 3 
But more d iſtinctly to handle this point of 
Doctrine we may conſider in it three Propo- 
ſitions: vix. Ae 
1. There are ſome of the Children of men, 
that are peculiarly Children of GOD, 
2. Such have the priviledge of liberty to be 
ever with him. 
3. The peculiar Children of GOD have an 
intereſt in all that he has. 
Prop. I. There are ſome of the Children of 


Mien that are peculiarly Children of GOD. I 


ſay, Peculiarly] Becauſe all that may be 
called the Children of GO, are not peculiarly 
ſuch. not peculiarly the Children of GOD. 


For all Men are, in ſome reſpect, the Children 28 
of GOD: but they are not all peculiarly Chil-* | 
dren of GOD. 


1. All the Children of Men are, in ſome re- 
ſpect, the Children of GOD. For all were 
created, and are preſerved by GOD. For as 
the Father begets, and takes care to preſerve 


Children of Men which is anſwerable thereto. 
And in this reſpect all may be ſaid to, be his 
Children. As Adam is called, the Son of GOD: + | 
becauſe he was created by him: Luke z. ult 
Adam, which was the Son of GOD. For, 
Firſt, GOD is the Creator and Preſerver of 
all Men. He is the Creator and Preſerver of 
all Mankind; as well as of all other Creatures, 
Animate, and Inanimate. And,. 


B x ) GOD 


— 
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1) GOD is the Creator of all Men. For 
the Maker of all Men is the Creator of all Men: 
and this isGOD: as is, more than once ſignified 
in the word of GOD. Pſal. 86. 9. All Na- 
tions whom thou haſi made ſhall come and 


worſhip before thee, O Lord. Here the Lord 


is declared the Maker of all Nations of Men: 


as indeed he is as well as of all other things 
whatſoever. So Prov. 22. 2. The rich and 
poor meet together : the Lord is the maker of 
them all. So that all, of what Nation or 


condition ſoever, are ſaid to be made by GOD. 
And other places might be added, wherein the 
like is ſaid. So that tho' GOD creates not all 
men as he did Adam, out of the Duſt of the 
Farth; yet he is truly and really the Creator 
of all Men. GOD creates all Men ſucceſſively 
as he is {aid to do other Creatures: Pſal. 104. 
29, 30. Thou takeft away their breath, they 

ie, and return to their duſt. Thou ſendeſt 


forth thy Spirit, they are created: and thou 


reneweſt the face of the Earth. When the 
Earth is of new ſtock'd with AnimateCreatures, 


in the room of thoſe that die, GOD is ſaid to 


create them of new. And the like is ſaid with 
reſpect to Men: even that GOD is he that 
gives a ſucceſſion of them: making ſome to 
live in the room of them that he kills, 1 Sam. 


2. 6. The Lord killeth, and maketh alive: he © 
bringeth down to the grave,and bringeth up. | 


2) GOD 
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of Children of GOD. 5 
2) GOD is the preſerver of all Men. I 


might ſay, He is the preſerver of all other Crea- 


tures too: but 'tis Mankind that T am ſpeaking 
of. For this the Scripture declares, Pfal. 36.6. 
O Lord, thou preſerveſt Man and Beaſt, And 
the ſame is implied, when he is ſaid to deliver 
Men out of their diſtreſſes, as Pfal. 107. 6. 
Then they cried unto the Lord in their trouble, 
and he delivered them out of their diſtreſſes. 


| So, V. 13, 19, 28, And again, 1 Tim. 4.10. 


— The living God, who is the Saviour of all 
Men. -- GOD is he that preſerves Men from 
the deſtruction that they are expoſed unto. For 
this the Pſalmiſt tells us, Pfal 107. 20. He /ent- 
his word & healed them, and delivered them 


Fron their deltrudtions. T hus GOD is the 
Preſerver, as well as Creator of all Men. 


Soeconaly, And in this reſpect all may be ſaid 
to be his Children. For this the Apoſtle ſig- 
nifies, Acts 17. 28. For in him we live and 
move and have our being: as certain alſo of 


our own poets have ſaid, for we are alſo his 


Off=/dring. Our living and moving & having 
our being in him, ſhews that we are his off- 
ſpring. For, as Children are accounted to 
have their being from, and are taken care of 
dy their Parents: ſo we really have our being 
from, and are taken care of by GOD. And in 
this reſpect we may be ſaid to be his Children, 
all of us that are of humane race. 
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The Great Priviledge 
2. Yet ſome of the Children of Men are 


more peculiarly Children of GOD. ---= Are 
Children of GOD in a more peculiar manner ; 


6 


as being in a ſpecial manner ſubjects of his Care | 


and preſerving Providence. Hence, GOD, 
that is ſaid to be the Saviour of all Men, is ſaid 
to be eſpecially theSaviour of Believers, 1Tim. 
4. 10. --= The living God, who is theSaviour 
of ail Men; eſpecially of them thas believe. 
So-that as ſome are peculiar ſubjects of GOD's 
care and Providence ( being taken unto a 
covenant intcreſt therein) ſo they are peculi- 
arlyGOD's Children, And this they are cither 
vitibly only, or ſavingly alſo, 

Firſi, Some are peculiarly the Children of 


GOD, only viſibly. Some are peculiarly the 
Children of GOD only by external priviledge. - 


For as the Adoption of Children comes by Je- 
ſas. Chrift, ( Eph. 1. 5. Having predeſtinated 


#s$.to the Adoption of Children to himſelf, by 


Feſus Chriſt. ) So that 'tis they that receive 


Chriſt by Faith, that are made Children of GOD: | 
Joh. 1, 12. As many as received him, to them 
ge de he power to become the Sons God; even 


to them that believe on his Name. Gal. 3. 26. 
For ye are all the Children of God, by faith in 


Chrift Feſits. So, as ſome are only viſibly Be- 


livers an Chriſt, and not ſuch as believe with the 
heart unto righteoufneſs: ſo ſome are only vi- 
ſibly Children of GOD. And thus it was with 


many of the Iraelites. GOD ſaid, Vrael is my 


on, 


of Children of G O D. 7 


Son, Exod. 4. 22. And hence the Apoſtle ſays, 
Rom. 9 4. Who are Iſraelites, to whom per- 
taineth the Adoption. So that the Adoption 
pertained to them, as Iſraelites (or the Cove- 
nant People of GOD ) and therefore, to all of 
them, And yet it pertained to ſome of them, 
only externally. For they were only outward- 
ly in Covenant: as is manifeſt, inaſmuch as 
GOD was not well pleaſed with many of them: 


1 Cor. 10. 5. But with many of them God was 


not well pleaſed : for they were over-thrown 
in the wilderneſs. Many of them that par- 

took of covenant Priviledges and advantages 
were only outwardly in Covenant. For they 
were not hearty in the Covenant that they en- 


tered into with GOD: as in Pal. 8. 36, 37, Ne- 


vert heleſs they did flatter him with their 
Mouths, & lied unto him with their Tongues. 
For their heart was not right with + b 
neither were they ſtedfaſt in his Covenant. 
Therefore G OD. was not well pleaſed with 
them; which manifeſts that they were only 
viſibly Children of G O DPD. 

Secondly, Some are peculiarly the Children of 
GOD ſavingly, as well as viſibly. For tho' ſome 
that are viſibly Children of GOD, are not ſo 


 fayingly : yet, for the moſt part they that are 


favingly Children of GOD, are fo viſibly alſo. 


And therefore there are ſome that are peculiarly 


Children of GOD by favingGrace,as well asby 
external Priyiledge. Thus it is with all true 
} Belie vers: 
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Believers: 70h. 1. 12. afore- mentioned. As many 
as received him to them gave he power to be- 


come the Sons of God. Gal. g. 5,6. --= To redeem | 


them that were under the Law,that we mig ht 
recerve the Adoption of Sons. And becauſe fe 
are Sons, he hatb ſent forth the Spirit of bis 
Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, Father. 
They that have the Spirit of the Son of GOD, 
ſent forth into their hearts are Children of 
GOD; not only by a viſible Adoption but by 
faying Grace, ODT So 
Thus as ſome are peculiarly the Children of 
GOD, viſibly only; fo ſome are ſo-by ſaving 
Grace, as well as-vifibly: neither of which can 
be truly ſaid of all Men; 2g 


\ 


Some Application may be made of this Prob | 


poſition before I proceed to the others. 

De, I. Are there ſome of the Children of 
Men that are peculiarly Children of GOP? 
Hence we may learn the great love where-with 
the Lord has loved us in Chriſt. For all the 


{piritual Bleſſings & Priviledges that we enjoy, | 


are fruits of the love of God in Chriſt. Eph. 1. 3. 
--= Bleſſed be the God & Father of our Lord 
Feſas Chriſt, who bath bleſſed us with all ſpi- 
ritual Bleſſings, in heaventy places, in Chriſt. 
We have, not only ſpiritual 'Bleffings, but the 
enjoyment of them in heavenly Places alſo, in 


Chriſt, So that it is in & thro' Chrift that we 


have a Place & a Name in the Houſe of GOD, 
and within His Walls; which are —_— 
| aces. 


Places, 


only 


of this world, 
power of the Air; t 


whom alſo we all had our converſation in 


time paſt in the Juſts of our fleſh ; fulfill 


of Children of G O D. 


So that they that have theſe beſtowed 
upon them have love manifeſted in Chriſt; 
and that very great love too. And thus has the 

Lord loved us in Chrift,inaſmuch as we are, not 

ſaved, but alſo honoured with the title 

and priviledges of the Children of GOD. For, 
1. We were in a loſt and undone Condition. 

Thus it was with us, in our fore-Fathers, viſibly : 

they having been (and we in them) 
paſt, in a loſt condition: vi. in the condition 

which the Apoſtle puts the Epheſians upon 

conſidering of; when he ſays, as in Eph. 2. 1 1, 12. 

Remember that ye being, in time paſſed, Gen- 

tiles in the fleſp That at that time ye were 

n wit bout Chriſt, being aliens from the common- 

I weatth of Iſrael, and ſtrangers from the co- 

' venant of Promiſe, having no hope, and wit h- 

out God in the world. Thus, I fay, it was 

with us viſibly, in our fore-Fathers. And in no 
leſs a loſt & undone condition, really, was the 
beſt of us, by Nature: even ſuch as had the 
birth- right Priviledge of an intereſt in the Co- 
venant of Grace, and are now in a ſtate of 

Grace, Eph. 2. 1, 2,3. And you hath he quic koned, 

Who were dead in treſpaſſes & ſins: wherein, 

in time paſt ye walked, according to the courſe 

to the Prince of the 


accordin f 
he ſpirit that now Wor k- 
eth in the children of diſobedience. 


in time 


Among 


ing tba 
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defires of the fleſh & of the mind; and were, 
by nature, Chilaren of wrath even as others. 
Hence we find the Lord challenging His Peo- 
ple to ſhew what Plea they could have for their 
own juſtification,in any other way than that of 
free Grace: and to convince them, telling them 
what they are anddo naturally, and how they 
expole themſelves thereby: Ifai. 43. 26, 27, 28. 
Put me in remembrance ; let us plead toge- 
ther; declare thou, that thou maiſt be juſtified. 
Thy firſt Father hath finned,and thy Teachers 
have tranſgrefſed againſt me. I herefore I have 
profaned the Princes of the Sanctuaty, & have 
groen Jacob to the curſe and Iſrael to re- 
proaches. 


2. Yet we are redeemed from Deſtruction. 
We are redeemed from being unavoidably de- 


ſtroyed. We are ſaved from being undone and 
ruined for ever: ſo far (at leaſt) as that it muſt 
be our own fault, if we be not recoyered from 

our loſt & undone condition. Foraſmuch as, 
Firſt, The Price of our Redemption is paid. 
There is a price paid, that is ſufficient for our 
Redemption. All the ſatisfaction that the 
Lord made neceſſary to be made, in order to 
the Redemption of Sinners, is already actually 
made. For GOD requires no other ſatisfaction 
for Sin, but what Chriſt made by His Sufferings: 
& this price of our Redemption is already paid. 
1 Pet. 3. 18. For Chriſt alſo hath once ſuffered 
for fins ; the jaſt for the unjuſt : (that he might 
3 | bring 


that ſuch are viſibly redeemed by Power. 
. much 


mia ta us all. 


of Children of GO D. 117 

* 1 % God) being put to death in the 

z but quickened by the Spirit. Chriſt 

Aled mare divine Juſtice; and it is manifeſt 

that Juſtice is ſatisfyed, inaſmuch as Chriſt is 
riſen again from the dead. |; 

. Seconaly,Some of us are redeemed: by Power. 

All that are partakers of faving Grace, are re- 

deemed by the Power of GOD. And ſome, at 

leaſt among Chriſtians, are ſo redeemed. T his, 


indeed, cannot be ſaid of all to whom the Goſs 


pel is preached : much leſs of all Men, But 

there has been the Power of GOD manifeſted. 
toward. them. that have been brought to take 
hold of the Covenant vifably & proſeſſedly: ſo 
And 
more has the Power of GOD appeared in 
the Redemption of ſuch as are ſavingly brought 
home to GOD. Hence, the Apoſtle 1peaks of 
the great love of GOD that has appeared ; as 
in the quickening of Believers, ſo in making 
them fit together in heavenly Places in 


Chriſt. Eph. 2. 4, 5, 6. But God, who 45 rich in 


mercy; for his great love. do bereit h be loved 
#S ; even when we Wwers dead in fins, hath 
quickened us together with Chriſt ( by Grace 


ye. are ſaved) And hath raiſed us up together, 


and mada us to fit together in ref Pla- 


ces in Chriſt. 


Fhbiraly, The Offer of this Redemption is 
The tender of it is made where- 


ex the Goſpel comes,in the preaching thereof. 
12 C For 


12 The great Prrviledge 


For the preachers of the Goſpel, were directed 


to preach it unto all, wherever they came in 


all the World: Mar. 16. 1.5. Go e forth into all 


the World, & preach the Guſpel to every Crea- 
ture. And therein to offer them Salvation that 


entertain the Goſpel: as is intimated, v. 16. 


He that believeth & is baptized ſhall be ſa- 


ved. For that which is preached 1s, Peace by 
2 Chriſt: as AQ. 10. 36. The word which 


od ſent unto the children of Iſrael preaching . 


Peace by JeſusChriſt. Which Peace ariſes from 
Juſtification: Rom. 5. 1. Being juſtified by Fazth, 
We have peace With Godt hre our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. And this Juſtification which brings 


Peace with it, we have thro the Redemption |, 
that is in Jeſus Chriſt : Rom. 3.24. Being juſti- 


that is in Feſus Chriſt. 473 = 

Fourthly, Some are priviledged with a peculiar 
Intereſt in this Offer. Thus it is with the Chil- 
dren of the Covenant. For as the Children of 


fied ſreely by his Grace, thro the redemption 


the Covenant have a peculiar intereſt in the 


word of GOD & Means of Grace, (as Rom.3.1, 
2. What advantage then hath the Few ? Or 
What profit is there of Circumcifion ? Much 


every way: chiefly becauſe that unto them 


were committed the Oracles of God.) So have 


they alſo, a peculiar intereſt in the offer ofChriſt, 


and theGraceof GOD in Him.For ſo the Apo- 


{t'e tells us very plainly, Act. 3. 2 5, 36. Ze arethe 
Coiliren F the Prophets, and of the Covenant 


which 


a a = #»+*% a 
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4 | firſt, God having raiſed up his Son, Feſus, ſent 


of Children of & O D. 13 
which God made with our Fathers ſaying 


unto Abraham, And in thy Seed ſhall all the 
kindreds of the earth be bleſſed. Unto you 


him to bleſs you, in turning every one of you 
from his iniquities. So that the offer is firſt 
ſent unto them, by G OD: which ſhews 
that they have a peculiar intereſt therein that 
are Children of the Covenant. And anſwera- 
bly the Apoſtles were ſent by Chrift tothe loſt 


Sheep of the houſe of 1/rae}, when they were 


firſt ſent out,while he converſed here on Earth: 
Mat. 10.5,6;: And hence,afterward, they counted 


It neceſſary to ſpeak the word of GOD, firſt,to 


the Jews, that were the. covenant People of 


n.. GOD, before they ſpake it unto the Gentiles : 


- AQ.13.46. Then Paul & Barnabas waxed bold, 


and ſaid, Io was neceſſary that the word of 
God ſbould firfs have been ſpoken unto you but 
ſeeing you put it from you, and judge your 


ſelves unworthy of everlaſting life ; lo, we 
turn to the Gentiles. gy 


3. We are honoured with the title & privi- 
ledges of Children of G O D. This is what is 
beſtowed upon ſome of us. As all of us have 
the offer of Redemption & Salvation; and ſome 
of us are viſibly, and ſome alſo effectually Re- 
deemed & Saved; ſo we are alſo made Children 
of GOD. For ſo it is with ſuch as, being re- 
deemed, are peculiarly priviledged with an in- 
tereſt in the offer of Redemption, by Power as 
well as by Price, And C 2 Firſt, 


1% de great. Priviledge:. 
Firſt, We are honoured with the title of 


Children of GOD. For all ſuch as art Belie- 
vers profefſedly ; eſpecially if, withal, they are 


really Belieyers, have the honour to be called 


Children of GOD. Hence we have thoſe de- 
clarations fore-mentioned, 70%. 1. 1a. with Gal, 
3. 26. Le are all chilgren of. Gon, by Tau 
in Jeſus Cbriſi. For they that profels Faith 
do, in effect call & OD, Father: which is the 
way to be taken by him for his Children: 


Jer. 3. 19. But [ a How 2 I pat thee - 


mong the children, and give thee u pleaſant 


Land, a gobaly Heritage of the hoſts — — 


ons? and {aid,Thou ſhalt call me, My Father, 
and ſball not turn aua from me. To call 
GOD, Father, is the way to be put among 


Fan 
_ Secondly, We are hononred ith the orfvi 


ledges of Children of GOD. Thus it is with 


true Believers: but not with them only. For 
viſible & profeſſed Believers, tho? they believe 
not with a ſaving Faith really have theſe ſo far 


as they are out ward: and true Believers have 


really, what others have but a ſhow of, We 


are honoured with an abiding in the Houſe of 


GOD: which is a ſign that we are made Chil- 
dren : that gives us the priviledge of Chil 


dren. Joh.$.35. The ſervant abideth not in the 
houſe for ever: but the Son abideth ever. GOD 


brings His Children into his houſe ; and thers 


. c 7 ” ww r= ww FP *© 


the | 
Children. And thus do Believe that — «us 


NE 4 } 
#7 — 


of Children of G . 25 
they abide with Him. This is their - konvur, 


and "theit priviledge. And that whieh is exter- 
nal of this, ſuch as are His Childfen only viſibly, 


may have. But true Believers Have it really, 


and in a continuance: as Pſal.'$2.8. Bu I un 
like a green olive tree in the houſe of God * I 
truſt in the meren of God for vey ant bey. 

We are Brethren to Chriſt. We are priviledged 
to have Chriſt for our Brother, Thus the Pfal- 
miſt brings him in calling them Brethren: Pfal. 


22.23. Till declare thy name unto my bye. 


thren - in the midſt of the congregation will 
Ipraiſe thee. Which the A poſtle ſhews to be che 
words of Chrift : Heb. 2.1 1, 12. For both he that 


ſantsjfieth, and thiy-who are ſan#ified,are unn 
Jen; for twhith Tawſe he in not aſhamed th 
ſs | call them brethren. Saying, I will declare 
» | thy name unto my brethren ; in the mitt of 


praiſe unto thee. Hence, 
wo find him actually calling his Diſciples Bre- 


the Church will In 


threm: Joh. 20. 17. Jeſus ſaith unto ber, Torch 


ms not: for I am not yet aſcended to my Fs. 


ther: but go to my brethren, and ay & 


| thein;] aſtend unto my Father; and ybur F 


ther; and to my God, and your God. And we 
are honoured with a joint-heirſhi with Chriſt, 
For this follows upon our being Ui prethren. 
Rom. 8. 17. Fobilaren then ers beirs of 
Gon, and joyn-heirs with Chrift. 


A. And this ſhews the great love of G O D. 


It ſhews the groat love where-with GOD has, 
loved us in Chriſt, For Firſt, 


a * 
, "I of L WW a6 iy — K 8 G 1 WH ww * ” _ 
Po LO Wai lo nel fee iS ty pn nn RE 


= „ — -—" 9 — — 


16 be great Priviledge 


| Fi Our Redemption by Price is a fruit of 
great love. This is a manifeſtation of the great 
love of GOD to undeſerving, ſelſ-deſtroyed ſin- 
ners, that He has ſent His only-begotten Son; 
and that the Son of G OD has vouchſafed oy” 
purchaſe the Salvation of ſinners with the price 
of his own Blood, his own precious Life. Rom. 
5.8. But God commended his love towards us, 
in that while we were yet ſinners, Chriſt di- 
ed for us. Men ſhow their dove ſometimes in 
laying down their lives for their friends: and 
this is the greateſt manifeſtation of love that is 
to be met with among Men: Joh. 15. 13. Some 
have gone ſo far as to die for friends: as the 
Apoſtle intimates, Rom. 5. 7. But the love of 
G00 far out- does this, inaſmuch as Chrift died 
for ſuch as were alienated. and enemies theo! - 
| wicked works. 

.. Secondly, Our Redem tion by Power, i is alſo 
a fruit of great love. Thus it is eſpecially, if 
we have been, by the Power of GOD, ſaving- 
ly brought home to G OD, thro? Chriſt. -For 
there is the Power of GOD put forth, in making 
Men Reform, and profeſs to turn to GOD : as 
has been ſaid before. But ſuch as have their 
eyes opened, and are turned from darkneſs to 
light, and from the Power of Satan unto GOD, 
have a ſpecial manifeſtation of the great love 
of GOD in Chrift made to them. Eph. a. 4. But 
God, who is rich in meroy, for the great love 
where-with he hath Ioved us, Even ohen We 


of of Children of OD. 
at | were dead in ſins, hath quickened us together 
in- with Chriſt (by grace ye are ſaved.) We ice 
n; | the Apeſtle here, takes notice of our quicken- 
to | ing (which is Redemption by Power) as a fruit 
ice | ot the great love of GOD. - 7 
m. Thirdly, Our having the Name & Priviledges 
us, | of Children of GOD, is alſo a fruit of great 
di= | love. For GOD to give us to be called His 
in | Children, and beſtow upon us the Priviledges 
ind of ſuch, manifeſts wonderful great love. It 
tis | ſhews ſuch love as is admirable, eſpecially con- 
me | H1idering that we were enemies to Him, and yet 
the | unable to ſtand before Him. Therefore the A- 
of | poſtle, admiring it, calls upon us to conſider it: 
ied ] 1 Joh. 3. 1. Behold what manner of love the 
ro? | Father hath beſtowed upon us, that we ſbould 
| ve called the Sons of G. 2519 
uſo] e, II. Hence let ſuch as have this peculiar 
, if | honour, do ſomething peculiar for the glory of 
ng- | GOD. Let ſuch as are honoured above others 
For with the Name and Priviledges of Children of 
ing | GOD, do more than others do, for the honour 
: as | of GOD, that has beſtowed ſach honour upon 
1cir | them. Let not ſuch content themſelves with 
to | the Name, and outward Priviledges of Children 
D, | of GOD; nor live as others do: but remember 
ove that ſomething more is expected from them than 
But | from others, as what the peculiar favours that 
ove | they' have obliges them unto ;- as is intimated, 
wwe | Mat.5.47. when 'tis enquired, What do ye more 
ere ban others? Let nat ſuch, then, live according 
| 7 
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18 The: Great Priviladge 


to the courſe of this World, and as the Chil 
dren of Diſobedience do. Let them not ſatisfy 
themſelves to live after the manner of the 
World; and think it is eno' if they, follow the 
cxample of others. Let them not live in cars 
nal ſecurity, or ways of carnality, or in the 
practice of any thing that is evil. For this duty 


we are told of, as what is incumbent upon us as 


Children of the light, and admoniſhed to mind 
it: 1 Theſ. 5. G. Therefore, let us. not ſieep, as 
da others, but let us watch & be ſober. 1 Pet. 

4.3. For the time paſt of our life may ſuffice us te 
bave wrought the will of the Gentiles ; when 
We walked in laciviouſne(s, luſts, expefs of 
Wine, revellings, banquetings, and abominable | 
{golatries. For ſuch as profeſs to be the Chil» | 
dren of G OD peculiarly, profeſs themſelves 
Children of the Light & of the Day: 1. T hep, 5. 
5, And ſuch as are taken to the Priviledges of 
Children of GOD, are taken in among Children 
of the Light. Let ſuch, then, live as Children 
of the Light; and not as they that are in dar k- 
neſs. Let them live like Children of GOD; 
8 * than others do, for the glory of 
Prop. II. The Children of GO D have the 
Priviledge of liberty to be ever with the Lord. 
The Children of G O D have the Priviledge, of 


liberty to hold communion with GOD conti- 


nually. Therefore the Father; is here-brongbt 


in faying to his Son, Son, thou ert ever.with 


Hes 
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ot, 


A they are apt to g out from 
And th, tron 


: the eunuchs. Wee hold of 1 Aly & CovenaRt: 


. of Fenton „ of GOD : . 
10 © ” the Choe "of 80 Yall yy my 


9. 25 8 vi 810 his Chuldre 1 5 


en do orla tte) yet they haye liber 
1 be e 7 ah Fm oe ö 12 1 


Lare placed near! 70 li ches bilden 


60 are, by Hi im, take ni ro his ourts;: 
1. She £ ſay, into his Houle. . For thus it 


his viſible Pen and r ore ade ly 
with Tack as are his Gris. dor thi 70110 


idigs into his Houle thoſe. th 
pe Eng FI thema bg oh e 


S\ WW & © 


Ver #80, them * I 725 in mine home fe 
etter 


thew an 1 e Ing, name that. 5 5 1 be 
2OUurts py 


in; $79 hah dive mul bs For be. 2 15 
55 Fh Ne they are taken in fo 1 


gilgren Hence, J/rael is a People near to 
Pf. 1.148. 14. He alſo exaltat the horn 

95 his People; the praiſe. 0) \all $ Saints, e- 
the children 47 Iſidel, a people near 40 

75 1 Iſrael is _ s Son: Exod. . a2. Irael 
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20 The great Priviledge a 
is my ſon, even my firſi-born, And being ſo, 
has e e eme unto Him. 5 4 
2. They Have liberty of Acceſs unto Him. | 
The Children of GOD have a more free acceſs | 
to the throne of Grace than others have. Fot 
they are in Chriſt, all that are in the Church 
Which is his Body, are viſibly ſo. For it is ir 
Him, and by means of Faith in Him, that th 
ate fo. And being in Chriſt, they have gleat 
er couragement to Prayer than others have. Fot | 
by Him they have acceſs to GOD. Rom. F. 2. 
Ey whom alſo we have acceſs,thro faitb, into 
this grace wherein we ſtand, and rejoyce in 
hope of the glory of God. Eph.2.18. For thro 
in, due both have an acitſ5,by one ſpirit, unts 
the Father. And 3. 12. In whom we have 
boldneſs, and acceſs with confidence thro the 
faith of him. Hence race had acceſs to GOD 
above any other People,as they were the Chil- 
dren of GOD: as Moſes takes notice; Deut.4. 
7. For what nation is there fo great, that hath 
God ſo nigh unto them as the Lord our God is 
In all that wwe call upon him fo. 
3. They have great encouragement to go to 
_ all times of need. They have great en- 
couragement to lay open their caſes before the 
Lord, in all diftreſſes & difficulties that they 
are in. Tor indeed they are directed & invited 
10 to do. Pſal. 50. 1 f. Call upon me in the da 
of trouble : I will deliver tee, and thou ſbalt 
gr0rify me. Iſai. 45. I I. Jhus ſaith the Lor dit be 


— — —— 


of Children of GOD, 2 


| 3oly One of Iirael, and bis Mater, Ask of me 


things to coms concerning my Sons; and con- 


| cerning the work ＋ my hands,command ye me. 


Hence, the Apoſtle exhorts to boldneſs in go- 
ing to the throne of Grace: Heb. 4.16. Let us, 
therefore, come boldly to the throne of Grace, 
hat we may. obtain Mercy, and find grace to 

'elp in time of need. So that, as the Children 


3 GOD are placed near to Him, and have li- 


berty of acceſs to Him, ſo they are encouraged 
to come to him in all times of their need. Where- 
fore they have liberty to be ever with Him. 

Ue, I. Have the Children of GOD the pri- 
viledge of liberty to be ever with the Lord? 
Hence, Tis no vain thing to be taken in a- 


mong the Children of GOD. To be taken in 


among the Children of GOD is not to have an 
empty Name or Title without any advantage: 
For there is great priviledge and advantage 
attending of it. For ſuch is liberty to be ever 
with the Lord: which ſuch have as are Chil- 
dren of GOD : being taken to the priviledge, 
of being placed near to Him : to the priviledge 
of being of them that have freedom of acceſs to 
Him: to the priviledge of having great encou- 


ragement to go to Him whenever they ſhall be 


in diſtreſs, And this is no ſmall priviledge and 

benefit, that ſuch are taken unto the enjoyment, 

of, as are taken in among the Children of GOD. 

Wherefore, whatever ſome wou'd perſwade them 

to that are viſibly the Children of GOD, by 
- 4 : birth- 
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42 The great Priviledge | 


birth-ri ht, let not ſu h think it an empty 
N ame, ithout any! real privitedge ord ſtsde 
Y UNE, II. Hence we Py fearn the 8a ety of 


the Children e of GOP. "Fe! Children of GOD | 


are ina fafe con ition. The that are viſibly Chil- 
dren © 60, have adva ta c to ſecure. them= 
vt: lves and Bet into a 1a TE ate, in 58 libert- 
and Invita tion Which! ey aye (ye * A and t 
Obligation. that is upon t Nenn too) t tO & Smet 
the t rone of Grace, to Sbtain Net * 70 
Grace to help i time ol heed . PN 1 L 
may 24d; That 4 c Offet of Gra e IS jelly 
and _— 1885.7 made 9905 19 85 th fie Chi 12 
dren o f G 20 bein 9 f Hi dren 'of. e ere, 
. as, hor be 5 ſho 17 that Peter ecard 
As. 3. 25,26 And they. at artake 
Grace, "are Krred ve 0 0 No 0 185 
into His 'proteQtion ; 10 lat 
periſh. "For the Lord bas undertake. tl 


pro- 


teQion of th em that are 75 £9 witt ] im. 5 1. 7 3. 
2.3, 24. Nevertheleſs, Am. Cor nu de 
thee : thou haſt 6e 2 by my right hand. 


7 o- ſpalt glide me with thy counſel. an 14 aj- - 


} 


terward. receive me to. glory. ry. Pal. 91, . 
that dwelleth in the. feet, Place 0 92855 
High, ſhall abide under the ſhadow of. 3 
2155 So that the Children of GOD are faſe 
under His protection: ſo ſafe as that ngthing 
ſhall ſeparate them from the love of. GOD in, 
Chriſt Jeſus. For they ſhall have victory over 
all that has a Map to render. the 
unſafe. Roms +35, f 0 the end, | 75 


as bei taxen 
they NF never 


chien of G d E. 23 


e, UI. Theo let the — of GON be 
careful $9 wal ; holilys , Fer the Childxen) of 
GOD azs gf His Houſhold::: and haline/S ber 

comas the. houſe .of Gog ſor ever,Pl. 93.5. Boy 
the GOD;whoſe houſhoſq the Children of GOD 
are of, and AT they re ever With, is of 2 

ves Pals hold evil, and wih got end 
2 


iquity;; PAL. 5. 45 For Hoo 0 aft, not 
4 hath Meaſure ingvickednalun 1 
i e, d th ther. vet 
Hand inkby g bt 1 9 5 2 
of aaa. Toon Both defray them thas. yeah 
leaſing 2 a , pr yr load and 
deceit 1 Ae ee let che Children: of 
. W re im Fs Ne Med agd more cher 
\ Elally; ungen His. SEN FA c , GON 
3, theighply, walk r — — 
[x is walk unbolily, who as 4 Kani 
. N the Ghildien, ip Eis gr mal 
ol, NI 7 16 
Prad. LAI. The pockiar Childres * GOD 
havg an intereſt in all: that He has. Sep;---all 
that. I haue is:thine., A all tkacx Father has, 
the Children hayg intereſt i ny lathe Children 


GO hape infereft in all | that GO B+ has: 4 


Whergfoxe, if we. be Chi ab G OD, his 
Chriſt is ours, his Coyenant is ours; his Per- 
fectiqns arg ours; and all things are ours; @ 
far as that Wwe have intereſt therein. 5 | 
As appears inaſmuch as, 

I "I Children of GOD arc ko den 
1 om. 
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24 The great Priuiledge 
Rom.$.17. And if Children,than heirs ; Heirs 
of God. --= The viſible Children of GOD, are 
viſible heirs of GOD. For they are viſibly in 
Covenant, ate viſibly Chriſt's; and ſo are heirs 
of GOD thro' Chriſt, being viſibly of the Bre- 
thren of Chriſt; Thus Gal.3.27. For as many 
of you as have been baptized into Chriſt, har 
put on Chrift. v. 29. And if ye beChrift's the 
are ye Abraham's ſeed, and heirs according 1. 
promiſe. For they that are in Covenant viſi- 
bly, are viſibly under the promiſe: and ſo are 
heirs viſibly, according to promiſe. Now the 
heir has an intereſt in all the Inheritance: Gal. 
4. 1. Now I ſay, that the berr, as long as he is 
a child differeth nothing from a ſervant, tho 
he be lord of all. So that the heir is lord of 
all, tho' in his Minority, he has not the diſpo- | 
{al & management of his Inheritance. Such as 
are ſavingly in Covenant with the Lord, have 
a real title to all things,how little ſo ever they 
have put into their hands. Foraſmuch as, 
2. They are Joint heirs with Chrift, as well 
as heirs of GOD. Rom.s. 17. afore- mentioned: 
And if children, then — joynt heirs with 
Ghrifi. For indeed, tis as they are Members 
of Him, and of the ſame Body with Him that 
they are the peculiar Children of GOD. And 
o they muſt needs be joynt beirs with Him. 
They are heirs of the ſame Inheritance with 
Him, being of the ſame Body with Him: Heb. 
2,11. For both he that ſanifiifieth, and they 
obs? | | that 
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his body. For, being the 
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of Children of G O D. 25 
that are ſanctiſied are all of one; for which 


cauſe he is not aſhamed to call them brethren. 


So that Chriſt and they have a joynt intereſt 


and are joint heirs. Now, 


 Firſi. Chriſt is Heir of all things. For as 
GOD-Man, Mediator, He is appointed ſo to 
e: as we find, Heb. 1. 2. God Hath, in theſe 


48 days, ſpoken unto us by his Son, whom he 


2ath appointed heir of all things. So that all 


things are his Inheritance, by the appointment 


of Him that has put all things under Him. For 
Chrift has all things put under Him, and is 
made Head over all things to the Church, which 
is his Body : as Eph.1.22,23. And bath put all 
things under his feet; and gave him to be 
head over all things to the Church: Which is 
| firſi-born among 
=—_ rethren, (as Rom. 8. 29.) He has taken 
poſſefſion of the Inheritance, on behalf of all 
the heirs : and is gone before to prepare it for 
them. Heb. 2. 8, 9. --- But nod, we ſee not yet 
all things put under him. But we ſee Feſus, 


who was made a little lower than the An- 


gels, for the ſuffering of death, crowned with 
447 — h that he, by the grace of God, 
ſhould taſte death for every man. So that He 
is crowned with glory & honour, and has all 
things put under his feet, and having taken 


poſſeſſion of the Inheritance for the reſt of the 


ChilcJren that are his Brethren; of whoſe fleſh 
and blood he took part ; that he might taſte 


. of 
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"of death for them, and make way Tex their be- | / 
ing bro't in due time, to the poſſeſſion of the 
Thhetitance. + He has taken poſſeſſion of it, 
tho' it be not yet poſſeſſed by ogra gh 41 
Children: and tis all things that 16 has takey 
poſſeſſion of, and has them put wider Hin - 
- » Secondly, And ſo the Children of GD? 
heirs of all things. For if Chriſt be hejr of- 
things and they joynt heirs with Him; tfiey ar. 
Heirs of all things alſo. All things belong to 
6 GOD, and He has appointed Chi, his heir, | 
and they that arc Chritt's are joynt heirs of all | / 
things with Him. Accordingiy the Apoſtle 
puts the Corinthians upon reflecting on this: 
1 Cor. 3. 2 1,22, 23. Therefore let no man glory in 
man: for all things are yours. Whether Paul, 
Apollo, or Cephas,or the Wurld, of Life, or 
Death, or things preſent, or things .tacome ; 
all are yours. And ye are ee Chril 
15 God's. And hence the promiſe to them char 
8 overcome is, that they ſhall inherit, not this or 
| that good thing only, but, A I biggS. As in | 
Rev.21.7. He that overcometh ſhall inherit all | ' 
Ou ie: RECTOR LES | 
* Thirdly, GOD has given himfelf epd all bis 
perſeQtions to them; by 2 je Gen, ! 7 I | 


I am God Almighty. X 77 and be 
RY 45 e to. 
C1 
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Zhou perfetr.: v. 7; 7005 G 
vcnant Ke a 2 thee, and thyleed.o 
ter thee in thetr Generation for an ever H 
ing Covenant, to be a God to thee, and to thy | 
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feed after thee. GOP, here. declaring himſelf 
heAlmighty GOD, gives himfelf by — ; 


ich implies that he gives his Omnipotency, 
conſequently all other his Perfections when 
gives himſelf to his Children; chat are ſuch 
a Covenant Relation. So that it maſt needs 
that they that are ſo his Children, have in- 
eſt in all that is his; z ſeeing he gives himſelf 
uto them, and his Attributes & Perſections. 
Wherefore he tells his People that he: is their 
GOD : Pfal. 50.7, Hear, O my eople, & 1 will 


ſpeak; O I/rael,and I will teſtify againſt thee, 


Jam God even thy God. It he be their GOD, 
his Perſections are theirs. For he is not a GOD 
to them without his: Perfectionss. 

Four thiy, GOD has given his Childien- a 
Right to the Life that now is, and that which is 
to come, by Promiſe; - He has given them the 
promiſes: both of this Life, and that to come, 10 
as to make over the good of both unto them. 
1 Tim. 4. S8. Goal ineſs is profitable to all things: 
having the promiſe of the life that now is, and 
of that which is to come. Theſe promiſes, of 
the Life that now is, and that to come,compre> 
hend all good, and as we may ſay all that GOD 
has : even all the Bleſſedneſs that an intereſt 
GOD, is the ſource. of: And thus e come to 
the APPLICATION af this Propofition allo, - 


Uſe, I. Have the pecaliar Children of GOD 
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an intereſt in all that he has? Hence they have 


no need to Repine at his Grace to others, They 
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calf. For as his Father told him, All that. I 


Children; ſetting an high value upom it. Let 
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have no reaſon to be grieved or angry at the 
Favour that GO ſhews unto others. For tk 
Grace (or fayour.)-that GOD fſhews to ot 
takes nothing from them. It does not le 

the favour that they are favoured with. So 
they have no need to do as the Elder Son 

as our context ſhews : v. 28, 29, 30. And he d. 
angry & would not go in: therefore came 
Father out, & entreated him. And he anſwe. 
ing, ſaid to his Father, lo, tbeſe many years a. 
T jerve thee; neither tranſgreſſed i, at any 
time. thy commandment ;. and yet thou never. 
gadeſt ms a kid, that I might make merry with 
my friends. But as ſoon as this thy fon was 
come, which hath devoured. thy Irving with 
harlots thou haſt killed for. him the. fatted 


bade is thine : So the peculiar Children of 
GOD have an intereſt in all that he has. 
e, II. Then let all the peculiar Children 
of GOD. prize, and make a due ule of their Re- 
lation to G0 as his Child een. 
Let them prize their Relation to GOD as his 


them conſider it as a thing of very great value 
and worth. Let them look upon it as a very 
great honour put upon them; which maniſefts 
great love & favour. Let them not contemn 
and light even that Relation which comes by 
their Birth, of thoſe that ate in Covenant; as too 
many are apt to do; becauſe Salvation is not 
© . 8 aſſured 
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aſſured by it. Neither let them, with profane 
Eſau, part with it, as an unprofitable thing: ſay- 
ing, hat profit ſhall this birth rigbi do to me? 
let them eſteem it, as that which is attended 
A an intereſt in all that GOD has. 

And let them ſhew that they prize it, by their 
iking-adue uſe of it. Let them make a ſpi- 
ual advantage of it. Let them make uſe of 
as an excitement unto holineſs, in imitation of 
aim whoſe Children they have the honour to be 
accounted : as the Apoſtle Peter exhorts; 1 Pet. 
1. 1 5, 16. But as he which hath called you, is 
holy,ſo be ye holy in all manner of couverſation. 
Becauſe it is written,Be ye haly,fer I am holy. 
And let them be ſtirred up ſ to conſider the 
advantage that they have by it, as to practice 
according to the Apoſtles exhortation ; Phil. 4. 
6. Be careful for nothing; but in every thing, 
2 prayer & ſupplication, with thanksgiving, 
et your requeſts be mads known unto God. 
Let them 1o conſider that GOD has given them 
an intereſt in all that he has, and put their Elder 
Brother (the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ) in poſſeſſion | 
of the Inheritance of all things, for their benefit 
and advantage; as to believe that they ſhall not 
have any thing that is good for them, with-held 
from them. And therefore let them not be over 


careful about any thing: but go to GOD, by 


Jzsvs Cnaisr, for what they need: believing that rhe 
Lord God will be to them, 2 Sun & a Shield; and will 


give Grate & Glory; and will with-hold no good thing 
from them that walk uprightly. g 
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